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The Summer 2021 issue of Statement Magazine highlights the work of alumni, faculty, staff
and students in the Caudill College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences.
The Caudill College consists of these schools and departments:






School of Creative Arts
o Art and Design
o Music, Theatre and Dance
School of English, Communication, Media and Languages
o Communications, Media and Languages
o English
School of Humanities and Social Sciences
o History, Philosophy, Politics, Global Studies and Legal Studies
o Military Science
o Sociology, Social Work, and Criminology

Programs in the college offer students a liberal arts background and a gateway toward any
number of career paths.
Faculty and staff in the college prioritize student success and prepare students to
pursue career and graduate school opportunities. Students have opportunities to
study abroad, complete and present research, and participate in creative productions and
service projects.

In 1994, the Caudill College of Humanities was named in honor of the late Daniel Boone
Caudill, former judge and businessman in Elliott and Rowan counties, his wife Rosetta
Proctor Caudill, and their descendants. The college naming recognizes the
Caudill family’s longstanding support of educational attainment and the cultural
development in the region.
To learn more about programs in the Caudill College,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/caudillcollege.
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Matt Cockrell was named the 2019 Secondary Level Art Educator of The Year Award by the
Kentucky Art Education Association.
Matt Cockrell (Class of 2009) didn’t take the traditional path to becoming a teacher. So, it’s
easy to understand why he doesn’t take a conventional approach to teaching art.

During middle and high school,
Cockrell was frequently the target of
bullies. That, combined with his
boredom with the traditional teaching
methods his teachers used, caused
him to struggle academically.
“The classes where I thrived the most
were the hands-on classes, such as
Woodshop and Vocational
Agriculture,” he said. “While I enjoyed
art class, it was not that exciting,
even though it did offer me a chance
to be somewhat creative. I also found
the freedom to be creative as a
member of our school’s golf team.”
Cockrell said he uses his own high
school experiences to relate to his
students. He said it’s vital for him to
show students that they can still be
successful despite the difficulties they
may be facing.
“Teaching art allows me to share my own personal story about the struggles I had in school,
growing up, and how students who are currently struggling at school are not so different
from how I was. Sharing my success story and giving students this reality check allows
them to see the possibilities,” he said.
After graduating high school in 1998, Cockrell earned an Associate in Arts in Business from
the Golf Academy of America and spent the next few years traveling around South Carolina,
Indiana and Virginia, trying to establish a career as a golf club professional. When that
didn’t pan out, he moved in with his brother, Sean Cockrell (Class of 2003) and his sisterin-law, both teachers. Cockrell said they set him on the path to becoming a teacher.
Cockrell teaches his students to use their sense of touch rather than their eyes to create
ceramics by throwing pots in class while wearing a blindfold.
“One evening at dinner I overheard my brother and sister-in-law talking about their school
days. She is a special education teacher and he is an art teacher,” Cockrell said. “I asked if
I could sit in on my brother’s class one day. I saw my brother changing his students’ lives by
making art class fun and being real with them. I wanted to make art class the reason why
students come to school.”

The following week, at age 25, Cockrell enrolled in the art program at Morehead State.
Working 12-hour shifts at a factory three nights a week, taking classes at the main campus
and MSU at Mt. Sterling by day and sleeping in his Jeep between classes, Cockrell earned
his bachelor’s degree in art in 2009.
Cockrell said not only were his professors supportive of him as a student; he said they
influenced the way he teaches to this day.
“Through all the ups and downs as a student at Morehead State University, what I did find
comforting was knowing that the staff and all of my professors had my back. Their words
and conversations with me were open, honest, heartwarming and rejuvenating,” Cockrell
said. “I have taken these same qualities and applied them to everything I do on a daily
basis. My teaching style would not be where it is today without having Morehead State
University instill in me a love for learning and that all things, all subjects and all contents
harmoniously fit together.”
While Cockrell said he likes to mix things up in his classes to keep things interesting, one
project he has done consistently is an art calendar fundraiser. The calendar features
student artwork, and the funds raised go back into purchasing materials and equipment for
the art program. Cockrell started the program at his first teaching job at a K-12 school and
has continued the project for the six years he’s been at his current school. In that time, the
project has raised more than $10,000, which has been used to purchase pottery wheels,
slab rollers, clay and other ceramics supplies for the school. He said making the students
an active part of the fundraising process gets them invested in the program.

Cockrell often throws pots in
class with his feet to
demonstrate to students how
creating art involves using
more than the eyes.
“It’s important for me to not just
build a first-class art program.
It’s also important for me to
involve my students in the
process that will get us there
because students take
ownership of our art program
and our school.”
Cockrell has an exciting way to
engage his students when
teaching them how to “throw”
ceramic pieces.
“I am also known for making pottery, in class, with my feet and while being blindfolded.
Once students see this, they instantly want to try it,” he said. “I enjoy teaching art because it
allows me to reach out to those students who struggle on multiple levels of educational
learning. Students need to see that through art, anything is possible and can be
accomplished.”
After graduating from MSU, Cockrell went on to earn a master’s degree in art education
from Georgetown College in 2011 and a Rank I at Campbellsville University in 2021.
Cockrell started his teaching career at a small, independent K-12 school, and he is currently
an art teacher at Martha Layne Collins High School in Shelbyville. In 2019, Cockrell
received the Secondary Level Art Educator of The Year Award from the Kentucky Art
Education Association.
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If there is a way to communicate with people and get a message out, Jason Falls (Class of
1995) has likely done it.
In print. On air. Online. On social media. On stage.
As the senior influence strategist for Cornett, a creative marketing agency in Lexington,
Falls has found himself in a place he wouldn’t have predicted as an in-demand digital and
influence marketing expert, keynote speaker and author.

Growing up in Pikeville, Falls’ mother was the editor of a local newspaper. She and his two
grandmothers proved to be the biggest influences on his interest in communication, his
intellectual curiosity and taking the initiative when he wanted something.
“I was exposed to communications and the media up-close and personal at a very young
age. I became fascinated with writing, journalism and broadcasting because I was around it
all the time,” Falls said. “Mom solidified her influence when I was 14 and for the summer,
she decided I needed to do a list of chores every day instead of laying around the house.
So, I promptly marched myself into the local radio station and told them I wanted a job. I’ve
been working in some form of communications ever since.”
As a radio broadcaster and speech and drama team member in high school, Falls did not
shy away from communicating in front of people. After he graduated, he wanted to pay his
way through college and he chose Morehead State University when they offered him
enough scholarship money. That and a bit of encouragement and assistance from Pikeville
attorney Jim Pruitt (Class of 1971) helped Falls become an MSU Eagle with a plan to
make communication his career goal.
Falls was like a kid in a candy store going through his communications courses, taking on
the challenges and soaking up knowledge to become a better writer and producer on his
way to earning a Bachelor of Arts in Radio/TV Communications in 1995. He wrote for The
Trail Blazer and said professors like Dr. Noel Earl embraced his writing and sense of humor
and would give him feedback. Several other Eagles also influenced his career path. Randy
Stacy (Class of 1977), former sports information director, recruited Falls to be an assistant
in Athletics his sophomore year.
“He basically gave me the job of handling the duties of a full-time assistant,” Falls said.
“Having that kind of responsibility with someone looking over my shoulder definitely readied
me for the real world.”
Steve Hamilton (Class of 1958 and 1963), former MSU Athletic Director and MSU
Baseball coach, pointed Falls toward broadcasting and helped him land his first job as an
associate producer of ABC Sports Radio after graduating from West Virginia University with
a Master of Science in Sports Management.
Falls held positions in sports media and public relations in various university athletics
programs for more than a decade and honed his internet chops. He was writing about
sports teams on websites he built himself using blogging tools and techniques. He was
surfing message boards looking for opportunities to promote student-athletes. When he
transitioned to more mainstream marketing working for Doe-Anderson in Louisville, he
managed public relations for Louisville Slugger. His print and broadcast focus started to
become more digital.
“It just so happened that this was when brands were starting to ask questions about blogs
and social networks. I’d been writing an old newspaper column on a website (a blog) and
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navigating forums and message boards for several
years to satisfy my inner nerd, so I knew answers to
their questions,” Falls said. “The leadership at DoeAnderson kind of did what Randy Stacy did years
earlier: They gave me a ton of responsibility and let
me just do it. I guess I didn’t screw it up.”
Falls and Doe-Anderson began building social media
concepts for spirit brands like Maker’s Mark and Jim
Beam, who invited him to speak at conferences about
what factored into their success. By 2013, he had a
prestigious Sales and Marketing Technology
(SAMMY) Award for his work with Maker’s Mark,
wrote two books on social media marketing strategy
and had the top marketing blog in the world,
according to Advertising Age. He has since made a
career as one of the go-to strategists, speakers and
personalities in the social media and digital marketing
space, working for companies like CafePress and
Elasticity before coming to Cornett.

“It wasn’t long before I had been through enough challenges; I knew I was pretty good at
solving problems in the digital world,” Falls said. “I’m not always right, nor are my ideas
always award-winners, but they have sound thinking and, thus, have a chance to be
successful.”
As Falls continues to work at Cornett to find innovative ways to increase the effectiveness of
creative marketing in digital outlets, he also recently completed his third book “Winfluence:
Reframing Influencer Marketing to Ignite Your Brand.” He said as more and more brands
have utilized social media influencers to boost online engagement and sales, he would like
to take the “R” out of “influencer” and have companies focus on “influence marketing,” which
can be done by businesses large and small.
Jason Falls has written three books, including his latest “Winfluence: Reframing Influencer
Marketing to Ignite Your Brand.”
“If you’re a local business and your target audience is parents, the president of the local
PTA might be your best’ influencer’ and that person may not be on social media at all,” he
said. “The book helps business owners and marketers understand a broader, more effective
way to think about influence, influencers and how to design strategies to leverage the
practice. Influence marketing is often a more effective and efficient way to spend your
marketing dollars. The book helps you figure that out.”
Falls said the impact of social media marketing isn’t going anywhere, so neither is his line of
work, the demand for his expertise or his ambitions to explore even more ways to
communicate with his audience. He said his career has come full circle to his time in audio

production and “goofing off on the radio in my MSU days.” He turns his attention to
podcasting and what he thinks is a growing movement for on-demand audio way to
consume information. Falls currently has two podcasts, “Digging Deeper” and “Winfluence –
The Influence Marketing Podcast,” and plans to release his next book on audio formats
before going to print and digital.
Falls said while he may have been a deft and memorable communicator at an early age
using his voice, he said so much of what he does comes down to putting his thoughts on
paper. Whether it’s a blog or a book, he said he owes a lot of that to becoming an Eagle
and the people on campus that helped him soar.
“From (faculty advisor) Joan Atkins’ first real critique of my Trail Blazer articles to Randy
Stacy ripping apart my press releases for the volleyball team to Noel Earl listening to me
read my newspaper columns out loud to see if there was a laugh factor, I became a writer at
Morehead State,” Falls said. “I’m not Hemingway…but I write for work or play every day.
Sometimes I even write well. On occasion, I even turn a phrase that’s good enough to make
me stop and think, ‘Damn. That’s pretty good.’ I wouldn’t have nearly as many of those if not
for my hands-on learning as a writer at MSU.”
To learn more about MSU communications programs, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/cml.

For the past ten years while working at two different schools, Cockrell has raised funds for
art programs by selling calendars featuring student artwork. At his current school, Martha
Layne Collins High School in Shelbyville, the calendars have raised more than $10,000 to
supplement the art program.
“Being recognized as the top secondary art teacher in the entire state of Kentucky has
allowed me to advocate even more for art in schools and to mentor those new and veteran
art teachers who are looking for encouragement and ways to grow themselves and their
classrooms,” he said.
For more information about MSU’s art programs, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/art.
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Adam Nicholas Yungbluth, 39, of Vernon Circle, Morehead, Kentucky, husband of Melissa
Lee Yungbluth, passed away Saturday afternoon, June 12, 2021, at home.
Born Nov. 8, 1981, in Mason, Ohio, he is the son of William John Yungbluth Jr. and Joy
“Cookie” Schell Yungbluth; brother of Amanda Hatter; brother-in-law of Adam Hatter, all of
Mason, Ohio; and son-in-law of Tommy and Pamela Lee of Mineral Bluff, Georgia.
Yungbluth received a Master of Fine Arts in Ceramics from the University of Mississippi and
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Ceramics and Sculpture from Miami University in Ohio. He was
former co-owner of St. Petersburg Clay Company in St. Petersburg, Florida.
Adam and Melissa met at Ole Miss while pursuing graduate degrees and moved to
Morehead five years ago.

Yungbluth was a visiting assistant professor of ceramics at Morehead State University since
August 2016. A longtime member of the National Council on the Education for the Ceramic
Arts (NCECA), He was a nationally recognized ceramic artist. He participated in numerous
juried, invitational and solo exhibitions across the county. He believed exhibitions taught him
lessons he could pass on to students—lessons that could not be learned from a textbook or
lecture. After more than twenty years of working with clay, he continued his passion for
learning, staying relevant, teaching and mentoring.
In addition to being immersed in the art world, Adam and Melissa enjoyed cooking and
entertaining friends and spoiling their favorite canine children, Sonar and Jet.
A memorial service may be announced at a later date. In lieu of flowers, the family has
set up the Adam Yungbluth Memorial Scholarship fund. To make a gift online,
visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/yungbluth.
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Morehead State’s Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences is offering the
public an opportunity to learn about critical social issues through its Caudill Conversations
program.
Caudill Conversations are video conversations that focus on social topics and feature
insights from the Caudill College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences faculty. This
year, the focus of the program is on diversity and inclusion. The conversations are available
to view on MSU’s Camden-Carroll Library’s ScholarWorks.
Dr. Scott Davison, professor of philosophy and interim dean of the Caudill College, said the
focus is a response to recent social movements that have gained media attention.
“In light of recent events that have gained national attention, this year, our focus is on
issues related to justice and equality. The programs in our college are uniquely qualified to
address these questions, so we are trying to provide insightful and well-informed
discussions,” Davison said.
Davison said the college plans to create 10 Caudill Conversation videos covering various
topics, including the function of Civil War memorials in public spaces, the struggles teachers
face in teaching U.S. History and more. Davison said viewers of the videos will gain
different perspectives on the topics discussed from informed, knowledgeable faculty
members.
“If people are interested in different perspectives on current events, provided by experts in
relevant fields in a short and accessible format, they should browse the collection of Caudill
Conversations,” he said. “Not only do the conversations provide informed perspectives, but
they also prompt new questions for further discussion here at the University and in the local
community.”
Davison said the two conversations that are already available have garnered positive
feedback.
“I’ve received some great feedback about how the conversations have addressed difficult
topics in a sensible and informed way, so I’m very pleased that we are able to move forward
with this project,” he said.
To view the conversations, visit scholarworks.moreheadstate.edu/caudill_conversations.
To explore programs in MSU’s Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/caudillcollege, email ccahss@moreheadstate.edu or call 606783-265

Hannah Rose Adams uses
filmmaking to help construct a
new narrative for the region at
Appalachian Media Institute
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Hannah Rose Adams (Class of 2020) is the newest lead educator for the Appalachian
Media Institute, which produces documentaries covering the stories and communities of the
Appalachian region.
Growing up in the small southeastern Kentucky town of Letcher, Hannah Rose Adams
(Class of 2020) felt like her home and its citizens were misrepresented by frequent
stigmatization in mass media. She even started to let it affect her own goals and potential.
“It was hard growing up in such a stereotyped place because I began to believe the
fabrications and resented my community from a very young age. I felt limited by the options
— or lack thereof — for higher education and career opportunities that were available to me
locally, particularly as a young woman,” she said. “There is a general consensus that the
only ‘successful’ career options for women living in communities like mine are found in
healthcare and education. Coming from a family full of women working in healthcare, I saw
this social construct taking place from a young age. Neither of these careers ever appealed
to me, and so I spent the majority of my life believing I would have to one day leave my
home to find a successful and fulfilling future.”
But before Adams ever decided to attend Morehead State University, she had an impactful
encounter that would foreshadow her current job in media.

In 2017, during
Adams’ senior year
of high school, she
met Willa Johnson,
then-lead educator
and current director
of the Appalachian
Media Institute
(AMI), a project of
Appalshop. Adams
had always heard
about Appalshop but
didn’t fully know
everything the
company did when it
came to film
production. After
some
encouragement from
Johnson, Adams
applied for an
internship with AMI
at age 17.
“As a young person
who had just begun
to tread into the
world of media
production, the
Appalachian Media
Institute program
seemed like the
perfect opportunity to
test the waters and
see what potential I
had,” she said.
Her experience at AMI and Appalshop eventually factored into her field of study when she
attended college. She went to Southeast Community and Technical College her freshman
year to get some of her general education requirements completed while she figured out her
major. Her freshman year also included gaining more experience with Appalshop, which led
her to pursue a career in media and transfer to MSU to major in convergent media.

“FOR ME, PRODUCING MEDIA IN AND ABOUT THE
APPALACHIAN REGION HAS CHANGED MY OUTLOOK ON THIS

REGION AND MY FUTURE LIVING HERE. I’VE LEARNED TO SEE
THE ASPECTS OF MY COMMUNITY — THE GOOD AND THE BAD
— AND NOT ONLY ACCEPT THEM BUT UNDERSTAND WHY WE
LEAD THIS LIFESTYLE. THERE ARE SO MANY UNTOLD STORIES
BEHIND THE STEREOTYPED IMAGE MASS MEDIA SO OFTEN
PAINTS OF CENTRAL APPALACHIA.”
Hannah Rose Adams

“I researched colleges and universities in Kentucky who offered media and journalism
degrees, but none of them compared to Morehead State’s convergent media program,”
Adams said. “I loved that the convergent media program was very hands-on and covered a
variety of different media fields, similar to the Appalachian Media Institute program. I applied
to Morehead State University very last minute at the end of my freshman year and was
honored to be accepted.”
As someone who had never ventured far away from her rural hometown, Adams said she
not only expanded her horizons, she stepped out of her comfort zone and took on more
responsibilities. She stepped into the executive roles of a director or producer on several
projects and said she found an extended family in her instructors and peers.
“All of my professors were, and still are, so supportive and vital to my success as a student
and media producer. I believe because the convergent media program is so hands-on in
terms of peer-to-peer and professor-to-student work, students and faculty effortlessly
become one collective team,” Adams said.
After graduating with her Bachelor of Arts in Convergent Media in the winter of 2020,
Adams knew what she wanted to do and where she wanted to do it. Based on her work with
Appalshop, she hoped to take her passion for filmmaking not to Hollywood but her own
backyard.
Since 1969, Appalshop has had a 50-year legacy of documenting Appalachia’s often-untold
stories and unseen communities. This year, Adams will do her part to contribute to that
legacy as AMI’s newest lead educator.
“I hope that in my new position, I can teach and support the youth who still have yet to find
themselves and find love for our misunderstood region,” she said. “I hope the Appalachian
Media Institute will continue to help young people find a passion for media production and
encourage them to capture the stories of central Appalachia with a lens that they control.”

Visit www.amiappalshop.org to learn more about the Appalachian Media Institute.
For more information on MSU’s convergent media program,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/cml.
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Jimmy Salyers is a counselor and peer support
lead with Kentucky Addiction Centers. He earned
his Bachelor of Social Work from MSU in 2020.
Before Jimmy Salyers (Class of 2020) decided to
pursue a career in social work, he had an
experience with one that basically saved his life.
Growing up in Johnson County, Salyers joined the
United States Army National Guard as a combat
engineer, completing an eight-year contract. After
his contract was up, he soon developed mental
health issues.
Later, a severe drug addiction.
Lived through a suicide attempt.
Following the attempt, he ended up in a psychiatric center and encountered a Kentucky
social worker.
“That individual explained to me that if I chose to, I never had to use drugs again and could
learn to cope with my mental health issues and regain a sense of normalcy in my life,”
Salyers said. “I have managed to remain clean since that encounter and I am working on
year eight of managing my mental health issues. That encounter is what sparked my desire
to pay it forward and become the person on the other side of the desk.”
After initially attending Big Sandy Community and Technical College, a professor highly
recommended MSU’s social work program. He chose to enroll closer to home at MSU at
Prestonsburg and said the classroom environment was one where he thrived by being both
challenged and supported.

“You were made to feel like you could ask anything. The professors there always
encouraged us to ask questions and to learn in the safe environment of the school,
reminding us that it was better to make mistakes in the classroom than in practice,” Salyers
said.
Salyers said his practicum placements helped him gain invaluable practical experience. In
one of his practicums, he was with the National Association of Social Workers (NASW)
Kentucky Chapter. This led to his election to its board of directors and taking a leadership
role as the chairman of the Legislative and Advocacy Committee.
“This allowed us to practice the skills we were learning in the classroom in the real world.
Each week, we would meet in the classroom to discuss obstacles, conflicts, and things we
learned in practice. We received real feedback about situations and were given the
guidance needed to be successful,” he said. “Giving us that opportunity to learn real-world
experiences in a safe environment promoted confidence while building the skills necessary
to become an effective social worker.”

“THE MOST FULFILLING PART OF THIS FIELD IS WHEN YOU
GET TO SEE SOMEONE WALK THROUGH THE DOOR, POSSIBLY
HAVING THE WORST DAY OF THEIR LIFE, AND OVER TIME
LEARN THE SKILLS NECESSARY TO REGAIN THEIR POWER AND
SENSE OF PURPOSE. IF I CAN HELP JUST ONE PERSON REGAIN
THEIR PURPOSE, IT WILL ALL BE WORTH IT.”
Jimmy Salyers

Salyers was also involved in helping people outside the classroom. He was elected as the
president of the Student Association of Social Work Students for the Prestonsburg campus.
In this position, he helped organize dinners for homeless veterans, bought Christmas gifts
for foster children, held water drives to aid those affected by the Martin County water crisis
in 2019 and volunteered with the Build-A-Bed program to provide beds for children, among
other community fundraisers.
Salyers also reached out beyond the MSU service region. He was one of more than 100
students in MSU’s social work program to take their concerns and voice to Frankfort for
Social Work Lobby Day in March 2020. He also testified before the House Health and
Family Services Committee, voicing his opposition to House Bill 1, which would increase
restrictions on how recipients can spend public assistance and SNAP benefits.
“Being in a place that real change happens gives you a sense of purpose and power. Being
able to address the entire rotunda was amazing and an experience I will not soon forget. It

was terrifying to testify in front of the Health and Family Services Committee, but I knew that
my words and testimony stood a chance to enrich the lives of those we serve. That
outweighed all my fear,” he said. “The house bill being introduced was going to create more
barriers for those in my community and could have had a direct impact on my own life. I
have always been told to let people hear my inner macro voice and this was my opportunity.
If I did not stand up for those we serve, who would?”
After earning a Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) with a minor in Chemical Dependency from
MSU in 2020, he worked as a targeted case manager and now as a Temporary Certified
Alcohol and Drug Counselor (TDADC). He continued his education, graduating with a
Master of Social Work (MSW) from the University of Kentucky (UK) in May 2020.
“The thing I appreciate the most after graduation is the level of knowledge and skills that
you receive while at Morehead. I am constantly telling people if they want to earn a BSW
that Morehead is the best route to take,” Salyers said. “We were set up for success and
honestly, it has helped me more than anything while completing my MSW at UK. The
professors pour themselves into the curriculum and constantly remind you to ‘be a
consumer of your education,’ meaning that you get out what you put into the program.”
Salyers goals are now to earn a Licensed Clinical Social Work (LCSW) certification and
begin doing independent services while also stating he will “never fully leave the micro field,
but I also plan to be much more active in the macro.” He said he hopes more passionate
and qualified social workers continue to graduate from MSU and help make a positive
impact in the University’s service region and the state. In the meantime, he plans to
advocate for those in need.
“I have always been a fighter, first the war on terrorism and now advocacy. I had a client
sum up my career so far that still makes me emotional thinking about it. They stated that for
the first part of my adult life, I spent my time taking the lives of other individuals. Now I am
granted the opportunity to give that life back. There is not a day that goes by that I do not
think of that client and what they said to me,” Salyers said. “It has sparked a passion and
fire inside of me and has impacted me in ways that I doubt they even realize. It has driven
me to continue to fight and advocate on behalf of others that do not have the opportunity to
do so. Advocacy is not just a passion for me. It is a mission.”
One of the many reasons that Salyers is so driven to be a successful social worker is that
he knows what it feels like to need the services social workers provide and how lifechanging their words, services, and support can be. As long as he is in this profession, he
plans to return the favor.
For more information about MSU’s social work programs,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/study/socialwork.
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The 2020-21 season was one of MSU Volleyball’s most successful seasons, marked with
notable accomplishments, including an Ohio Valley Conference (OVC) championship and
its first NCAA Women’s Volleyball Championship tournament victory.
Earning the top seed in the OVC Volleyball Championship, the Eagles defended their home
floor, claiming the program’s fifth OVC Tournament Championship behind scores of 25-15,
25-17 and 25-18 against Jacksonville State. The victory marked MSU’s third NCAA
Tournament berth, all claimed on its home floor. Lauren Rokey (21), outside hitter, was
named the OVC Tournament’s Most Valuable Player.
In its opening-round NCAA Tournament match-up, MSU defeated Creighton in five sets,
earning the program’s first-ever NCAA Tournament victory. The Eagles defeated
the Bluejays behind scores of 22-25, 25-23, 25-23, 14-25, 15-13 to earn the historic win.
Advancing to the second round of the NCAA Division I Women’s Volleyball Championship
for the first time in program history, MSU put forth a valiant effort against eighth-ranked
Florida before succumbing in straight sets. The Gators took the match behind set scores of
25-14, 25-19, and 25-19.
With the 2020-21 season conclusion, the Eagles etched their names in the record book,
earning the program’s 12th OVC Regular Season Championship, the fifth OVC Tournament
Championship, third NCAA Division I Women’s Volleyball Championship appearance and
first NCAA Tournament victory.
Learn more about MSU Volleyball by visiting www.msueagles.com.

MSU Men’s Basketball closes
historic season with NCAA
Tournament appearance
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Morehead State University’s Men’s Basketball Team capped off a historic 2020-21 season
with both an Ohio Valley Conference (OVC) Championship and an appearance in the NCAA
Tournament.
Ten years and one day after winning the OVC Tournament Championship, the men’s
basketball program staked its claim again to the conference title. After facing top-seeded
Belmont for the second time in a week (after defeating the Bruins in overtime), the Eagles
led from wire to wire, knocking off Belmont 86-71 at the Ford Center and punched its ticket
to its eighth NCAA Tournament.
The Eagle squad made its first appearance in the NCAA Tournament in a decade. While it
wasn’t the result the men’s basketball program had hoped for, the Eagles fought to the
finish in a physical battle with West Virginia University in the NCAA Tournament first round
at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. The Mountaineers eventually pulled away in the end to
hand the Eagles an 84-67 defeat.
MSU saw its season conclude at 23-8. The season included many accolades and
memories, including the tourney title and the most conference wins in program history – all
in an uncertain year where doing everything the right way led MSU to be one of only a small
handful of teams to play 31 total games.
To learn more about MSU Men’s Basketball, visit www.msueagles.com.

From rescheduled football seasons
to the baseball diamond, multiple
MSU Athletics teams conclude
spring 2021 seasons
June 21, 2021
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Baseball
The Morehead State baseball team earned a playoff berth in the Ohio Valley Conference
(OVC) Tournament after defeating the Belmont Bruins 9-6 in the series finale in May. The
Eagles earned their seventh consecutive OVC tournament berth since 2014. MSU was a
No. 3 seed and faced No. 2 seed Murray State. After dropping an emotional nail-biter to
Murray State, the Austin Peay Governors held MSU to just five hits. They defeated the
Eagles 3-1 in the OVC Tournament to end Morehead State’s season. In its first full season
under head coach Mik Aoki, the Eagles managed to post the program’s seventh
consecutive above .500 season (full seasons) at 24-23.

Beach Volleyball
A day after clinching at least a share of the Ohio Valley Conference Beach Volleyball
Regular Season Championship, Morehead State beach volleyball secured its place as the
first OVC Beach Volleyball Regular Season Champion with two victories on the final day of
the OVC Weekend at Eastern Kentucky University.
Morehead State secured the championship and the No. 1 seed in the 2021 OVC Beach
Volleyball Championship with a 4-1 defeat of UT Martin in the tournament’s opening match.
The Eagles secured another 4-1 victory in the day’s final game, defeating Jacksonville State
to finish the regular season 10-1 overall and 9-1 in conference play.
With the season winding down, Morehead State beach volleyball continued making history
at the 2021 Ohio Valley Conference Beach Volleyball Championship.

MSU dropped its opening match to No. 4 seed Austin Peay 3-2, before capturing the
program’s first postseason victory, a 3-0 sweep of in-state rival and No. 6 seed Eastern
Kentucky. MSU was eventually eliminated by No. 5 seed Jacksonville State 3-2.
MSU Beach Volleyball’s final record was 11-3 for the 2021 season.

Cross Country/Track and Field
Both MSU cross country squads finished in the top half of the conference in the 2020-21
OVC Cross Country Championship, one of only four schools to do so. The Eagles earned
fifth place in the men’s 8k while finishing sixth in the women’s 5k.

Football
Before the 2020 football season, moved to the spring of 2021 this year due to COVID-19,
the official poll in voting on how teams would finish in the Pioneer League had the
Morehead State Eagles last – seventh place.
One of the program’s core slogans is “Toughness. Effort. Discipline. No Excuses.” Finish.
Now more than ever, that slogan rang true as the Eagles far exceeded what many told them
they could accomplish. MSU finished 4-3, including 4-2 in the PFL, finishing in a tie for
second place and came within literal points of winning a championship.
The Eagles earned the first winning record since 2015 and finished with a perfect home
record for the first time since 1949.

Rifle
The student-athletes of MSU Rifle managed a total record of 6-2. While it served as host of
the OVC Championship, the team ultimately finished second place to Murray State in both
smallbore and air rifle.
While the team did not qualify for the NCAA Tournament this year, the Eagles shot a
season-best 4,659 aggregate total at the NCAA Qualifier match at the University of
Kentucky in February.

Soccer

The 2020 Morehead State Soccer season came to a close as the Eagles fell 2-0 to Belmont
at E.S. Rose Park. Morehead State ended its season with a final record of 2-8 while the
Bruins finish at 5-4-1 on the year.

Softball
Morehead State softball ended its 2021 season with two losses to Murray State in a
doubleheader at Racer Field.
The loss in game two gave Morehead State a 2-2 record in extra-inning games on the year,
with Lennon Spicer earning the decision in all four contests. Overall, the Eagles finished the
2021 season with an 11-30 record while going 3-26 in the OVC.

Eagles coaches Gordon, Joseph
and Spradlin earn OVC honors
June 21, 2021
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Morehead State University athletics programs excel because the coaches help these
exceptional Eagle student-athletes realize their potential on and off the field. During the
2020-21 season, coaches in three MSU athletic programs were recognized by the Ohio
Valley Conference for their dedication and success.

MSU Volleyball Head Coach and Athletic Director Dr. Jaime
Gordon
MSU Volleyball Head Coach and Athletic Director Dr. Jaime
Gordon (Class of 2021) earned his fourth OVC Coach of
the Year award. Navigating a season delayed due to an
ongoing global pandemic, Gordon led Morehead State to its
first OVC regular-season title since 2013, earning the
program its first opportunity to host the OVC Volleyball
Championship since 2013. He led the Eagles to a 15-1
record in the regular season, leading the program to its
1,000th overall victory on March 13, making Morehead State
the only OVC program to reach 1,000 wins as a program.

MSU Rifle Head Coach Alan Joseph
MSU Rifle Head Coach Alan Joseph was voted the 2021
Ohio Valley Conference Coach of the Year as the Eagles
hosted the OVC championships and finished second among
the four teams. Joseph was named the Coach of the Year for
the second time in his tenure, earning the accolade in
2019.

MSU Men’s Basketball Head Coach Preston Spradlin
MSU Men’s Basketball Head Coach Preston Spradlin was
also named OVC Coach of the Year. The Eagles squad
finished its season with a 23-8 record, including winning the
OVC Championship and making its first appearance in the
NCAA Tournament in a decade. MSU’s commitment to the
basketball program’s future has been solidified with a
contract extension, keeping Spradlin as the Eagles’ head
coach through the 2024-25 season.
Learn more about MSU Athletics by
visiting www.msueagles.com.

MSU faculty and alumni continue
to make a difference in the arts
June 22, 2021
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Morehead State University empowers students to pursue their passion for the arts and find
success in several career fields. In 2021, MSU faculty and alumni are not just attaining
success, they are earning awards and gaining recognition for their contributions and
dedication.
This year, several Morehead State University faculty and alumni were among the award
recipients of the 2021 Appalachian Arts and Entertainment Awards.
MSU faculty and alumni award winners include:





Best Music Educator – Dr. Roosevelt Escalante, associate music professor and
assistant director of choral activities
Best Drama, Speech, Acting Educator – Octavia Biggs (Class of 1987), director of
The Little Company
Best Keyboardist – Chase Lewis (alumnus), keyboardist for Tyler Childers and the
Food Stamps
Best Strings (Non-Guitar/Bass) – Megan Bryant (Class of 2010)







Best Rock – Magnolia Boulevard (featuring keyboardist Ryan Allen, Class of
2014)
Best Television Personality – Amber Philpott (Class of 2003), news anchor with
WKYT in Lexington
Best Bassist – JT Cure (Class of 2003), bass player for Chris Stapleton
Best Middle School Band – Edythe J. Hayes Middle School, Lexington, Kentucky
(assistant band director Kevin R. Bowling, Class of 1999)
Best High School Band – Pike County Central High School Band (band director Matt
Moon, Class of 2003 and 2009)

Morehead State University was also well represented at the 2021 Kentucky Music
Education Association’s (KMEA) annual awards. MSU Music Education
Professor And Director Of Choral Studies Dr. Greg Detweiler, and Aaron Bowling (Class
of 2001, 2005), music education specialist for Boyd County Public Schools and MSU music
program alumnus, each received honors from KMEA.
Detweiler was recognized for his 40 years of service to the music education profession and
Bowling was recognized as the 2021 KMEA State High School Teacher of the Year.
Detweiler held multiple positions as director of choral activities, including at Albertson
College, Idaho State University, Southeastern Louisiana University and Mercer University
before becoming the director of choral activities at MSU. He has taught at MSU for more
than 13 years and his choirs have toured and presented concerts in Austria, Hungary,
Germany, the Czech Republic, Costa Rica and Canada.
“Each year, I go to our Kentucky state music convention. Invariably, I see a former MSU
student who stops me and tells me with tears in their eyes how the international tour they
went on impacted them. I am so glad MSU has allowed me to pass on my treasured
memories and give our students special moments to remember throughout their lives,”
Detweiler said. “It is hard to believe that after 40 years of teaching music, I am still excited
about the next day of work, the next rehearsal and the next class. There is no greater joy for
me than working with students on music. I keep learning and growing and passing on new
ideas to those with which I am privileged to teach.”
Aaron Bowling, a native of Hazard, graduated from MSU with a bachelor’s degree in music
education in 2001 and a Master of Music degree in 2005. He served as an elementary
music teacher for Cattletsburg Elementary School from 2007 to 2016. In 2014, he took
positions as director of choral activities and guitar at Boyd County High School since 2014
and has served as the choir director/worship leader at Wildwood Church of God since
2006.
Bowling said he sang in the MSU Concert Choir, MSU Chamber Singers, OperaWorks and
University Chorus. He said Detweiler was a mentor and continues to give him guidance and
support to this day.

“I was awarded the KMEA District 8 High School Teacher of the Year in September of 2020.
Following that award, Dr. Detweiler nominated me for the State KMEA High School Teacher
of the Year,” Bowling said. “I hope those around me have seen my students as young
people who value high expectations, high character and seek responsibility as part of their
success. Not only do they desire to sing or play skillfully, but they wish to enrich the lives of
everyone with which they come into contact.”
To learn more about programs in MSU’s Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social
Sciences, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/caudillcollege.
Home 2021 Summer 2021 Summer Arts Academy allows pre-college students to hone their skills
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When Professor of Music Greg Wing (Class of 1976) attended the Daniel Boone Forest
Music Camp at Morehead State, he had no idea how much impact the program would have
on him, or he on it.
“Attending the Daniel Boone Forest Music Camp in the late 60s had a tremendous impact
on me,” Wing said. “Attending the program for two summers made MSU feel like home and
is the main reason I attended MSU in 1971.”

When Wing came to MSU as a faculty member in 2002, he said he was saddened to learn
the camp, which was a nationally recognized summer program in the 1960s, 70s and 80s,
was no longer held. He wanted to change that, so he started working to revive the program
in its current form as the Summer Arts Academy. In 2005, the academy expanded to include
more areas of the creative arts to attract a broader range of students. Hundreds of students
have attended the academy and Wing said the goal is to have 100 participants each
year.
The academy allows students interested in visual and performing arts to receive group and
one-on-one instruction from faculty members in their field of interest. Classes are available
in music, theatre, art and design, and creative writing. The academy is open to high school
students and incoming MSU freshmen planning to major in an arts discipline.
“The Morehead State University Summer Arts Academy (SAA) exists to nurture students’
development in the arts in a setting that allows for interaction with expert faculty and the
opportunity to work with other students who share specific interests in music, theatre, art
and design, and creative writing,” Wing said.
Not only does the program benefit students who attend, but it also benefits the University as
a powerful recruiting tool. In addition to his personal experience, Wing said one in three
students who attend the Summer Arts Academy end up attending MSU.
Typically, the camp is held on-campus for a week each June. Due to COVID-19 restrictions,
the academy was held virtually over two days this year, June 14-15, from 9 a.m. to noon.
For more information about the Summer Arts Academy, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/saa.
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Morehead State’s Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences will host a
Justice Festival Friday, Oct. 1, to draw attention to and raise awareness of contemporary
social issues.
Dr. Scott Davison, dean of the Caudill College of Arts,
Humanities and Social Sciences, said he came up
with the idea for the Justice Festival after developing
Caudill Conversations, which feature discussions of
pertinent social issues between faculty members in
the Caudill College.
The event will feature keynote speakers and
presentations, lectures, workshops and artistic
productions from faculty members and students
researching under faculty supervision from across
campus. The keynote speakers for the event will be
OJ Oleka and Terrance Sullivan, founders
of AntiRacism Kentucky. Issues that will be discussed

include immigration/migration, the gig economy, Black Lives Matter/racial equality,
democracy and voting rights, gender equality, environmental justice, income inequality,
reproductive rights, the criminal justice system and justice issues in Appalachia.
“The Justice Festival will be an opportunity for MSU students, faculty and staff to converge
for one powerful day to share research, information and resources, to engage in dialogue
on important issues that impact the marginalized and oppressed, and to connect people
actively pursuing justice for all,” said Dr. Scott Davison, dean of the Caudill College. “The
point of the event is to foster difficult conversations about justice and equality, bringing to
bear the expertise of faculty and students who work on justice-related issues.”
For more information about the Justice Festival, email Davison
at s.davison@moreheadstate.edu.
To learn more about programs in the Caudill College,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/caudillcollege, email ccahss@moreheadstate.edu or call 606783-2650.

The legacy of band director James
Copenhaver will march on
June 25, 2021
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Morehead State Alumnus James Copenhaver (Class of
1964) was the director of bands at the University of South
Carolina for more than 30 years, leading the program to
national prominence. Photo credit: University of South
Carolina
Morehead State alum James Copenhaver
(Class of 1964, 1971) devoted his entire life to music, and
his love of the art form continues after his passing thanks
to his legacy gift to the University, which funded the James
Copenhaver Music Endowment.
Copenhaver, a native of Wytheville, Virginia, earned his
bachelor’s degree in music education in 1964 and his
Master of Arts in Music Education at MSU in 1971. He was an honors student and a
nominee for MSU’s Who’s Who list in 1964. Early in his career, he worked briefly at
Clemson University, and he and former MSU Bands Director Robert Hawkins wrote an
arrangement of the school’s alma mater that is still used to this day.
In 1976, he was hired as director of bands at the University of South Carolina (USC), where
he remained until his retirement in 2010. During his career at USC, Copenhaver conducted
the University Wind Ensemble and Symphonic Band and taught undergraduate and
graduate courses in wind instrument techniques. Under his guidance, the USC band
program established a national reputation for excellence. The Symphonic Band performed
at conferences for the South Carolina Music Educators Association, Music Educators
National Conference, College Band Directors National Association and American
Bandmasters Association. Under Copenhaver’s leadership, the USC Marching Band, known
simply as the Carolina Band, continued to grow and develop into one of the premier college
marching bands in the country.
Copenhaver received numerous awards and recognitions, including the Citation of
Excellence from the National Band Association, the Distinguished Service to Music Medal
for Instrumental Music Education from Kappa Kappa Psi National Honorary Band Fraternity,
and both the Outstanding Bandmaster Award and Outstanding Contributor to Bands Award
from the South Carolina Chapter of Phi Beta Mu National Bandmaster Fraternity. In 2003,
Copenhaver was inducted into the South Carolina Band Director’s Hall of Fame and in
March 2008 into the Theta Chapter Hall of Fame of Phi Meta Mu.

James Copenhaver graduated from MSU in 1964 and
created the James Copenhaver Music Endowment with a
generous estate gift. The endowment provides
scholarships for music students.
Copenhaver passed away in 2014 at the age of 71. Upon
his passing, the MSU Foundation received a generous
estate gift valued at $250,000. This planned gift
established an endowed scholarship in Copenhaver’s
memory. Each year, members of Morehead State’s band
programs are awarded the James Copenhaver
Scholarship. Last year, the endowment provided over
$8,000 in scholarship support. Students who participate in
both marching band and concert bands are given
preference. Additional preference is given to students who intend to become band directors
after graduation.
Dr. DuWayne Dale (Class of 1998, 2007), assistant professor of music and MSU bands
director, said the scholarship endowment has had a tremendous impact on the program and
its students.
“The James Copenhaver Scholarship Endowment allows us to award scholarships to
current students as well as prospective students, so it serves as both a recruitment and
retention tool for us,” Dale said. “The Copenhaver Endowment provides us the funds to
award significant scholarships each year to students who exemplify the ideals of the music
education profession and, in particular, the traits we wish to see in future band directors.”
To learn more about MSU’s music programs, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/music,
email mtd@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2473.
To learn more about the MSU Visionary Society and planned gifts or other ways to support
your favorite MSU program, contact the Office of Alumni Relations and Development at
606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give.

Biggs recognized for theatre education
by Kennedy Center American College
Theatre Festival
June 25, 2021
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Octavia Biggs
As 2021 began, a Morehead State faculty
member and alumna earned a prestigious
award for her inventive teaching methods
during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
Octavia Biggs (Class of 1987), director of
MSU’s Little Theatre Company, received the
Prize for Innovative Teaching by the
Association for Theatre in Higher Education
(ATHE) and the Kennedy Center American
College Theatre Festival (KCACTF).
The award was presented during KCACTF
Region IV Virtual Conference, held Feb. 4-7.
The award is given to a faculty member in the
region who has demonstrated excellence in
teaching innovation concerning student
success in pedagogy and theatre arts.
The pandemic has had a devastating impact on the theatre industry, which relies on live
performances and people being close to one another in theaters. However, Biggs and her
colleagues found a creative solution to the problem. In November, The Little Company
presented the play “Treasure Island,” based on the classic children’s book by Robert Lewis
Stevenson. The performances were staged outdoors at MSU’s Challenge Course, a ropes
course located outside the Recreation and Wellness Center. Biggs and her
assistant, Corinne Campagna (Class of 2011), started researching over the summer to
explore ways to hold live performances while still obeying COVID restrictions regarding
social distancing.
“Doing the show outside masked was the first decision made, then I was thinking about how
an audience could view the show and I thought, ‘what if they stayed in their cars and it was
like a drive-in movie theatre performance, offering safety to everyone?'” Biggs said.
A parking lot facing the Challenge Course allowed the audience to have a front-row seat at
performances while staying safe and socially distanced. Audio from the play was broadcast
so that audience members could tune their radios in to hear the dialogue.
Biggs and her team worked with the Recreation and Wellness Center staff, Facilities
Management, University administrators, and other campus agencies to stage the
production. The department recently graduated a record number of students, and Biggs
said there were not enough student set designers. So, she called on several alumni whose
jobs had been impacted by the pandemic to help design the performance. Biggs said her
students benefitted from working with alumni because it gave them a different
perspective.

“MSU Theatre graduated one of their largest classes from the department and so our
design pool was very low. Finding designers became an issue so, I decided to help a few
alumni that had lost their jobs to COVID and hire them as guest designers,” she said. “Each
one of these alumni brought an energy to the production that was infectious, and they
quickly became advocates for encouraging the arts during a pandemic. They fired up the
students and encouraged them to remember how fortunate they were to be doing live
theatre during a pandemic when hundreds of thousands of artists are out of work all over
the world.”
While staging a production during the pandemic presented numerous challenges, Biggs
said it offered multiple learning opportunities for her students.
“Theatre is collaborative. It also is a huge vehicle for creative problem solving; I love the
challenge of thinking creatively. This is truly an opportunity for us to re-evaluate and keep
these new concepts of teaching and producing theatre and then challenge and assess
where we are with each situation and act accordingly,” Biggs said.
MSU theatre alumni and working
theatre professionals and others
returned to campus to work on
MSU’s virtual production of
“Treasure Island.”
During the spring semester, the Little
Company did a virtual tour of
“Treasure Island,” providing
packages to educators that included
a Paper Theatre production of the
show and a show-themed virtual
workshop and study guide. Biggs will
be working with the Lexington
Children’s Theatre’s Shooting Stars
Youth Theatre over the summer and
has big plans for The Little
Company’s 2021-22 season.
“Our fall mainstage show will be an
adult edgy show, hopefully, and our
tour will be a unique version of
‘Rapunzel.’ So, it is all very exciting
for sure,” she said.
For more information about The Little Company,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/thelittlecompany.

To learn more about academic programs in theatre at MSU,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/study/theatre, email mtd@moreheadstate.edu or call 606783-2170.

MSU announces inductees for
2021 Alumni Hall of Fame and
Alumni Award recipients
June 28, 2021
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The Morehead State University Alumni Association announces inductees for the 2021
Alumni Hall of Fame and the recipients of the 2021 Alumni Awards. These individuals will
be honored as part of the 2021 Homecoming celebration in the fall, which is scheduled
for Friday and Saturday, Oct. 15 and 16.
“We are honored to recognize this elite class of MSU alumni,” said Mindy Highley (Class
of 1991, 1993), assistant vice president for the Office of Alumni Relations and Development
and executive vice president of the MSU Alumni Association. “We are proud of
their successes and we look forward to sharing their stories as part of our Homecoming
celebration.”

The Alumni Hall of Fame recognizes those individuals who have achieved excellence in
their profession, community service or education at the local, state or national level.
Traditionally, the honor would not be given for a single achievement but rather for a
collective impact in their profession or community. Alumni must have graduated from
Morehead State University 10 years before nomination and must be responsible, respected
citizens of good character in their communities and professions.

2021 Alumni Hall of Fame Inductees
Tom Clay
Tom Clay (Class of 1983) of Flatwoods is a retired
business manager with Kentucky State Resort Parks and
investigator with the Kentucky Labor Cabinet. He was the
Kentucky Outdoor Press Association president for 20
years and a statewide outdoor syndicated radio host for
“This Week’s Outdoor Adventures” for 25 years. Previous
honors include being named Kentucky Water
Conservationist of the Year from 1998-2000, an
Ambassador to Kentucky in 2010 and being inducted to
the Greenup County Kentucky Hall of Fame in 2019.

Gary Kidwell
Gary Kidwell (Class of 1965, 1973, 1986) of Vanceburg
is an accomplished educator, athletic director, coach,
umpire, newspaper writer and sports announcer. During
his time in Lewis County, he helped establish the county’s
little league baseball program and revived the Lewis
County High School football program. In addition to
receiving many honors at state and national levels, he
was named to the Kentucky High School Athletic
Association Hall of Fame in 2011 and to the National High
School Athletic Coaches Hall of Fame in 2013.

Ramona Justice Vikan
Ramona Justice Vikan (Class of 1998) of Pikeville is the program and functional
leadership director at TACG LLC, a premier consulting and professional services company
supporting the public sector. She manages work with the United States Air Force and the
Department of the Navy. She graduated from the 2014 Leadership Dayton program in
Dayton, Ohio, and was named one of Dayton Business Journal’s “Forty Under 40” that year.
Additionally, she received the inaugural Outstanding Community Board Service Award from
the Dayton Chamber of Commerce in 2019 and served a four-year term on the board for
Dayton Art Institute.

2021 Alumni Awards
Rising Eagle
The Rising Eagle Award is given to a recent graduate of the last 10 years who has
demonstrated early career and/or community service achievement. Alumni must have
graduated from Morehead State University and must be responsible, respected citizens of
good character.

Nathan Blum
Nathan Blum (Class of 2012) of Port Orange, Florida, is the senior director of sales at
NASCAR based in Daytona Beach, Florida. Blum began his career in sales as a student in
MSU’s Office of Athletics and has risen to his current role through sales experience with
programs in the AHL, MiLB and NBA.

Eagle Spirit Award
The Eagle Spirit Award is given to an alumnus who is an exceptionally proud and active
Eagles. Recipients regularly demonstrate Eagle Pride through recruiting potential students,
positively representing MSU, attending MSU events and encouraging active support of MSU
among their peer groups. Recipients must be responsible, respected citizens of good
character.

Amber Philpott Hill
Amber Philpott Hill (Class of 2003) of Lexington is an award-winning news anchor at
WKYT-TV and a proud Eagle committed to her community and her alma mater. She
continues to give back to MSU through her past service on the Alumni Board of

Directors and has served as master of ceremonies at the Annual Spring Gala for several
years. She continues to promote MSU in Central Kentucky and beyond.

Learn more about Homecoming 2021 at alumni.moreheadstate.edu/homecoming or call the
Office of Alumni Relations and Development at 606-783-2033. For more information on
alumni awards, visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/awards.

Carlson’s study of linguistics merges
humanities and science
June 28, 2021
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Dr. Katy Carlson researches prosody, which explores
how the rhythm and timing of spoken words affect
comprehension.
Morehead State Professor of English Dr. Katy
Carlson was raised in a musical family. The child of
classically trained musicians, Carlson studied oboe,
cello and piano while she was growing up. She also
had an interest in languages, taking German classes
in high school and Sanskrit classes in college. So, it
seems natural that she would combine her love of
music and languages by studying the linguistic
concept of prosody or how the rhythm and timing of
speech affect comprehension.
“I was particularly good at analyzing a spoken sentence for what was accented, or spoken
louder and with a higher pitch, as well as when there were pauses between parts of the
sentence. Similarly, it was easy for me to produce sentences with a specific desired
prosodic contour. Because of those skills, I began to work on how these properties of
speech affected people’s understanding of sentences,” she said.
During her 18 years at MSU, Carlson has mentored the research of 25 students,
incorporating methods from cognitive psychology to explore how the way people speak
affects the meaning listeners make of their speech. She uses both written and audio
questionnaires to explore how changes in prosody, such as pausing at a certain point in a
sentence or emphasizing particular words, affect how a message is understood. She also
conducts ratings studies that have participants rate the naturalness of varied versions of
specific sentences and completion studies, where participants are asked to finish
incomplete sentences. Since 2013, Carlson’s research has been funded by a grant from the
National Institutes of Health.

“I run experiments in order to find out about how people understand language, specifically
English. Each study we run tells us something about language and how it works in people’s
brains, especially for the spoken language. Sometimes it tells us that we didn’t manage to
ask the question quite right, but then there’s another chance to vary the sentences or the
prosody or the way that the experiment is run in order to find out something new,” Carlson
said.
Students who work with Carlson on research learn how to plan, design and implement
linguistics experiments, use research software, and quality-check their research. Carlson
also encourages her mentees to present their research at academic conferences to gain
experience in public speaking and networking opportunities.
“I enjoy being able to awaken students to the amazing structure within language: the ways
that sounds are combined into words which are combined into sentences, and so on,”
Carlson said. “It is exciting to show students that there is so much more to know about
language and the amazing ways that our brains are adapted to it. Seeing students find out
about language and being able to offer some students the opportunity to research it in detail
is very rewarding.”
For information about programs in the Department of English,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/english, email english@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-7839448.
To learn more about Carlson’s research, contact her at k.carlson@moreheadstate.edu or
call 606-783-2782.

History professor Dr. Benjamin
Fitzpatrick helps propel students
forward with lessons learned from
looking back
June 28, 2021
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Dr. Benjamin Fitzpatrick,
visiting assistant professor,
has spent more than a
decade teaching history at
MSU.
Some young readers today
may find heroes they
admire in novels and comic
books. Dr. Benjamin
Patrick, a visiting assistant
professor of history at
Morehead State University,
found compelling
characters in a different
type of literature.
“As a kid, I loved to read
biographies of historical
figures like Abraham
Lincoln, Woodrow Wilson,
etc.,” he said. “Although I
could not articulate it at the
time, what I extracted from
those stories was what
historians call a ‘usable
past:’ a history that
provides lessons for
understanding current
events. History wasn’t just
something that happened
in the past, but history also
provided insight on the present.”
While Fitzpatrick had an early appreciation for history, he would take a slightly different path
to earn his college degrees in the subject. The Somerset native attended Somerset High
School, where he played football all four years. After graduating in 1991, he enlisted in the
United States Army a year later, spending three years as an infantryman stationed at Fort
Ord, California, and Fort Campbell, Kentucky. After completing his service in 1995, he
enrolled at Eastern Kentucky University (EKU) as a history major. He thought he would
simply earn a bachelor’s degree in history, which he did in 1999.
“Although I knew I wanted to major in history, honestly, I didn’t really know what I was going
to do with my degree. I thought about teaching high school. In fact, one of my former high
school history teachers had asked if I wanted to teach at the high school where he was
currently the principal,” Fitzpatrick said. “But then, the chair of the history department at

EKU, Professor David Sefton, planted the bug in my ear about attending graduate school. I
hadn’t really thought about graduate school or even teaching at the college level. But after
consulting with other faculty members, I applied to some graduate programs.”
Fitzpatrick continued his education, earning a Master of Arts in History in 2004 and a Ph.D.
in History in 2009, both from the University of Notre Dame. There, he discovered a passion
for teaching as a teaching assistant and leading his own breakout sessions with
students. That being said, his newfound love for teaching was refined by a self-described
“baptism by fire.”
“I was learning how to teach on the job. As a matter of fact, I think I gave my first lecture to
an auditorium-sized class before I took the teaching practicum course,” Fitzpatrick said.
However, the hard work and perseverance he gained from his military experience paid off.
In 2003, Fitzpatrick was awarded the Graduate Teaching Award from the University of Notre
Dame’s Kaneb Center for Teaching and Learning. He was even teaching classes in 2004 as
a visiting assistant professor back at EKU while working on his dissertation.
Years later, while teaching at a community college in Jacksonville, Florida, Fitzpatrick
learned of an open teaching position at MSU.
“Being from Kentucky and with my dissertation research focused on slavery and the slave
trade in Kentucky, it seemed like a natural fit,” he said.
Fitzpatrick was hired by MSU in 2010 as an instructor of history before becoming a visiting
assistant professor of history. His particular focus is “basically anything American” and
includes classes ranging from The Civil War and Reconstruction to Colonial America and
African American History. He said students’ interest in history varies from person to person.
Fitzpatrick likes to emphasize class writing assignments while incorporating field trips to
analyze the history of various sites and locations. Several years ago, he and fellow MSU
history professor Dr. Adrian Mandzy took a group of students to excavate the Petersburg
battlefield in Virginia. There, they dug up artifacts ranging from Confederate uniform buttons
to pieces of cannonballs and students assisted in cataloging each artifact, creating an
electronic database for the Camden-Carroll Library’s special collections.
Fitzpatrick said his interest in history is evident, apparent and, hopefully, infectious.
“I try to get students interested in history through my own enthusiasm for the subject. In my
lectures, I try to connect the past with the present to give students some insight on current
political and social events. Furthermore, I encourage my students to ask questions about
the past by using lots of primary sources in exercises and assignments throughout the
semester,” he said. “Also, I explain that history is about more than just memorizing a bunch
of dates and the names of dead people. It’s about honing your analytical skills, learning to
communicate effectively and understanding how to research effectively. These are skills
that are portable and can be valuable in any profession.”

In addition to his work at MSU, Fitzpatrick has worked with the Kentucky Educational
Development Corporation (KEDC) and the National Council for History Education for the
past several years to provide professional development for primarily middle school history
and civics teachers, many of whom teach in Eastern Kentucky. In this role, he conducts
workshops and produces a podcast each semester. He has lectured on subjects ranging
from the Civil War in Kentucky to the life of Jack Johnson, the first African American
heavyweight boxing champion.
“This endeavor is dear to me since my teachers and coaches were significant influences in
my life,” he said. “Anything that I can add to further the study of history is a win.”
Fitzpatrick said today, the internet makes it an exciting and potentially troubling time for the
field of history thanks to increased politicization and clickable access to possible
misinformation on historical events, figures and movements. Fitzpatrick’s belief in an honest
historical examination of America has helped drive recent initiatives and projects, whether it
is working to develop a KEDC curriculum on slavery reparations to collaborating with MSU
Art Professor Julia Finch on a Caudill Conversation on Confederate statues.
“Too many misinformed people have become their own ‘experts’ armed with ‘alternative
facts,’ that fit their existing biases,” he said. “Put simply, as a nation, we have to grow up!
We have to collectively acknowledge both the rights and the wrongs America has done. We
have to overcome this pathological desire to create a myth of the past rooted in American
exceptionalism.”
Regardless of the type of history he teaches or the variety of methods he uses to teach it,
Fitzpatrick still has one primary goal for his students at MSU: to find lessons in the past to
help students create a better future for themselves.
“I think one of my favorite parts of being a college professor is watching students mature
intellectually in the history program and then leave Morehead State for the next step in their
careers,” he said. “Over the past 10 years, I have had some great students at Morehead
State who have gone on to perform outstanding achievements. When past students email to
say thanks for my classes and what they learned, I know that I am exactly where I should
be.”
For more information on history programs at MSU,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/study/history.

Bath County educator completes
remarkable journey by earning
degree
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It’s been said that the some of the best things in life are worth waiting for. Willie Mae
Jones (Class of 2021) believes that with her whole heart.
At the age of 65 years young, she is the proud recipient of a bachelor’s degree from
Morehead State University—an achievement 20 years in the making.
“I’ve always been one of those people who are very highly motivated and very driven to
achieve goals that I set for myself,” Jones said. “To receive that degree was unspeakable
with how good I felt.”
The journey began in 2001 when Jones enrolled at MSU in hopes of one day earning her
degree in early childhood education. Jones’ initial pursuit of the degree was cut short due to
the demands of work and being a single mother. But in 2011, after raising three
children, she was determined to finish what she started. Along with a full-time job as director
of Owingsville’s School Age Childcare Program, she commuted to campus for another 10
years—taking two or three classes at a time—until the Sharpsburg native finished
her course work this spring and walked across the graduation stage.
“I felt a great honor, not only for me, but for the education program at Morehead State
University,” Jones said. “There were many people who went beyond what was required of
them to give me the extra help that I needed.”
Jones’ amazing achievement caught the attention of MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan, who
singled her out during his remarks at 2021 Spring Commencement, saying that
she “touched my heart with her inspiring story.” After detailing her educational journey, he
then asked her to stand to be recognized, which was met with a resounding ovation
from the crowd.
Willie Mae, or “Miss Willie” as she’s affectionately known by both students and colleagues,
has taught and cared for hundreds of children over the past three decades. Among those is
her current boss, Dr. Sean Bailey (Class of 2008, 2012, 2017), the principal at Owingsville
Elementary School, who spent five years under Jones’ tutelage.

“I like to say that I’m a product of Miss Willie Mae,” Dr. Bailey said with a smile. “It means so
much to look back and say, because of what she did, she laid the foundation for so many
students, myself included.
“It would be fair to say that Miss Willie is the face of our little school here. If you ask
anybody who Miss Willie is, she’s automatically synonymous with Owingsville Elementary
School. Many people may not know the school, but they know Miss Willie because she’s
impacted so many lives.”
“What I do on a daily basis is something that’s very passionate to my heart and that I really
enjoy,” Jones added. “When I’m able to see growth and the children are succeeding, then I
feel like I’ve made a difference. So, I really wanted to get the degree for what it was that I
was doing.”
With her degree in hand, Jones’ next goal is to be a lead teacher in a preschool classroom.
“Just like my past has been, I’ll take one footstep at a time and I’ll see where the next one
takes me. I feel like there will continue to be good things.”
For more information about the Ernst & Sara Lane Volgenau College of Education,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/education.

Legal studies program earning
national recognition for value and
real-world experience
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It’s one of the most impressive academic programs at Morehead State University, with the
numbers to back it up.
The Bachelor of Arts in Legal Studies is ranked eighth nationally by Study.com for Best
Bachelor’s in Legal Studies Degrees, citing tuition, acceptance and graduation rates, along
with placement and career services. MSU’s affordability is highlighted by
GreatValueColleges.net, which ranks the institution #10 by highlighting small class sizes,
access to the latest technology, and the opportunity to work with real clients.
It’s a two-fold program that prepares students to work as paralegals or attend law school.
The program is among the 25% in the nation that is recognized by the American Bar
Association.

“Students have been so successful over the years in law school that it has opened up
avenues for our graduates to be more frequently accepted to law school,” said Dr. Dianna
Murphy, associate dean and professor of legal studies. “Our acceptance rate is well in
excess of the national average. When law schools see how successful students from
certain universities are, they’re much more open to admitting more students and looking at
them very favorably.”
MSU currently has four students from the legal studies program attending top-25 law
schools on either a full or partial scholarship. Since 2010, 100% of those who’ve applied to
one-or-more law schools have been accepted.
As undergraduates, students receive instruction from licensed attorneys, who are easily
accessible both in and outside the classroom. Students also participate in mock trials, work
with law offices, judges, public defenders, county attorneys, and nonprofit legal services
offices throughout Kentucky in the program’s internship component.
“This is the most applied subject I can think of. Students will take courses and they work in
our pro se clinic under the supervision of our faculty to provide services to the public. You
cannot get much more applied and see the impact of what you’re learning and can
contribute than in that kind of environment,” Murphy said.
The program is rigorous in developing the legal knowledge and skills that the profession
demands. Upon graduation, students are prepared to begin their career as a paralegal,
working under the direct supervision of a licensed attorney.
“We have graduates who hire our graduates, so we are able to provide students with
multiple opportunities to go from graduation into the workforce.”
MSU graduates work in a variety of legal offices, including that of county attorneys, the
commonwealth attorney, and the state’s attorney general, along with many private law firms
and legal services.
“I run into my graduates because they’re my colleagues and it is so rewarding to see them
be successful,” Murphy added. “Professors are a bridge to get students where they want to
go. And when I see them in the courthouse, in the deed room, and in professional meetings,
that bridge worked well and they are successful.”
For more information on the Legal Studies program,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/study/legalstudies.
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-,rary & Visual Arts Journal

For more than 60 years, Morehead State students from every degree field have had a forum
for creative expression through “Inscape,” the University’s literary and visual arts journal.
Published since 1957, “Inscape” features poetry, fiction, nonfiction and creative essays, as
well as photography, printmaking, painting, digital art, sculptures and other visual art media.
Students submit work for publication and works that are featured in the journal are chosen
by jurors from the faculty of the Department of Art and Design and the Department of
English. Cash prizes are awarded for the best poetry, fiction, creative nonfiction, cover
design and visual art submissions.
Lisa Mesa-Gaido, professor of art, has been one of the faculty advisors for visual arts
submissions to “Inscape” since 1995. She said there were more than 150 visual arts
submissions for this year’s edition.
“’Inscape’ has a phenomenal history at MSU (64 years), the first issue going back to 1957.
There is no theme; contributors can submit any work they wish. Literary and visual works

have been incredibly diverse,” she said. “For example, in the future, people will look back on
the 2021 issue and know that it was created during a worldwide pandemic. The human
need to create and express, as well as to be part of a supportive community, is evident in
this year’s journal and the six decades of its existence.”
Students who submit works to “Inscape” gain more from the experience than simply having
their works featured in a juried publication; they learn to collaborate and accept constructive
criticism, skills that will benefit them throughout their lives.
“Getting published is a really important opportunity. In addition, students gain self-esteem
and confidence in their work and getting it out for people to experience, read or see,” MesaGaido said. “There is support from other writers or visual artists and the larger community.
It’s also a great addition to their resume or C.V.”
Junior Saule Golihue, an art major from Greenup County, won the first-place visual arts
award for her sculpture “Hybrid Self-Portrait.” She said she heard about “Inscape” from her
professors and said she is impressed by the amount of creative talent displayed in the
journal.
“When I was looking through the book, once I got my copy, I was so shocked at all the
amazing works that were submitted and weren’t placed over my own. There are so many
talented people in the art building and this magazine covers that,” she said.
When choosing which pieces to submit for “Inscape,” Gollihue said she selected the pieces
she was most proud of.
“As an art student, I can be very critical of my work and there are very few that I end up
being proud of and not want to alter, so I chose my ceramic sculpture and two
photographs,” she said. While the photos weren’t selected for publication, she said she was
surprised when she found out her sculpture had earned the top visual arts prize.
“I felt so honored to place first and I didn’t think that it would place at all,” Gollihue said. “I
should’ve entered before this past year and definitely will this next year.”
A showcase reception is held each spring, but COVID-19 restrictions meant this year’s
reception was held virtually. Literary winners read their works and the names of the visual
arts winners were announced April 22.
For more information, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/inscape or make a gift to the “Inscape”
fund to support future publications.
To view the current issue and past issues, visit the CCL archives
at https://scholarworks.moreheadstate.edu/inscape_magazine_archive.

View the 2021 Showcase Reception

Behind the camera and in the
classroom, documentary
filmmaker and instructor Steven
Middleton shares stories and
lessons
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In many ways, Steven Middleton (Class of 2004 and 2008) goes through life observing it
and taking it all in just like the rest of us. Thanks to the nature of his profession as a
documentary filmmaker and mass communications instructor at Morehead State University,
he also sees things very differently.
Before Middleton ever turns on his camera to capture footage, he is observing and on the
lookout for a good story in an unexpected place. It may lead him to brutes bashing into each

other at a wrestling show in a small-town armory or a legal and bureaucratic border battle
over ownership of a large rock.
“I always try to say I don’t like to overly plan for a topic. I like for a topic to find me,”
Middleton said. “The good stories are all around you all the time. You just have to learn to
listen more and pick up on those things.”
While Middleton grew up on a family farm in Elliott County, he also moved around a lot as a
kid thanks to his dad’s construction company and has lived in 12 different states. This
helped him pick up a knack for socialization and meeting new people wherever he went. He
and his friends would explore their creativity with a VHS camera after seeing the 1994 Tim
Burton film “Ed Wood” about the true story of the 1950s low-budget cult filmmaker. This
eventually led to Middleton capturing the world and the people around him.
“I always assumed to that point to make a film, you had to have a lot of money,” Middleton
said. “I got into making documentaries because I could do that by myself. A crew of one.”
Steven Middleton is a twotime graduate from
Morehead State University.
He is a documentary
filmmaker and an instructor
of mass communication at
MSU.
Middleton kept up
filmmaking when he could
while he attended
Morehead State University.
He earned a Bachelor of
Arts in Communication in
2004 and a Master of Arts in Applied Communication in 2008. The same year he earned his
master’s degree, Middleton was hired by the University as a communications instructor.
A year later, Middleton said one of the first documentaries that he did that got a noticeably
positive response from viewers was his second film called “Fire in the Mountains,” a 2009
film that captured a behind-the-scenes look at the athletes and performers of Hazard
Championship Wrestling in Hazard. It was the first of several documentaries Middleton
would typically film every year in the summers when he wasn’t teaching class. Because of
limited time for travel and resources, Middleton would keep the subject matter within
Kentucky’s borders.

In 2010, it was about a group of Buddhists in Powell County for 2010’s “Zen Furnace” (the
first of several of his documentaries to be accepted to international film festivals). In 2017,
his film “Between the Rock and the Commonwealth” chronicled the unusual and surreal
2007 court case between Kentucky and Ohio over which state could claim ownership to the
Indian Head Rock pulled from the Ohio River. Other times, his work has been more
educational and academic, like when he covered the history of Kentucky tobacco farming in
2011’s “Tobaccolachia” or when he was tasked by MSU with the expansive documentary
“Far Above the Rolling Campus: A History of Morehead State University,” which took him
two years to complete.
Middleton’s 14 documentary films have actively attempted to capture parts of Kentucky and
Appalachia that are more niche and unique than typical.
“It’s easy for you to gravitate until it’s easy for you to gravitate to the giant noise machines
on topics,” he said. “Then the more you steer away from the noise machines; fine-tune your
listening, your thinking, your reading to a topic that needs to be told, but also people don’t
really know a lot about. But you’re doing something different than what everyone else is
doing.”
He is still making films and teaching courses covering mass communication, documentary
and video production, television production and social media management (he recently
became MSU’s social media minor coordinator). He said whether it is getting films shot and
edited or making sure they get seen at film festivals or picked up by public broadcasting
affiliates, Middleton makes sure he takes his experience and passes it on to his students.
“They walk away with someone who is still actively producing and knows the current
standards, current formats, how actual media jobs work, not just a textbook,” Middleton
said.
Middleton continued on his yearly clip of documentary filmmaking, more recently completing
projects on Kentucky’s drive-in movie theaters (2019’s “The Show Starts at Dark”) and
showcasing a long-standing structure just down the road from MSU in Morehead (2020’s
“Echoes from the Hallways of the Historic Old Rowan County Courthouse”). When the
COVID-19 pandemic hit in the spring of last year, it paused his filmmaking until he was
contacted by the owners of Mt. Sterling’s Ruth Hunt Candies to create a documentary in the
fall of 2020 on the history of the Kentucky candy icon’s 100th anniversary. The finished
product, “History of Sweetness: 100 Years of Ruth Hunt Candy,” is currently airing on
Kentucky Educational Television (KET) networks all summer.
“It was a hoot,” Middleton said. “I was just honored to have a purpose again. I felt like I was
needed. I had something to do.”
As long as Middleton has a camera and a classroom, he said he will always have a purpose
if it means telling a story that rarely gets told or using the wealth of knowledge he has
earned in the field to help students acquire the intricacies and technical know-how to

achieve their filmmaking dreams. If you ask Middleton, there is no learning without getting
out there and trying.
“Produce, produce, produce, cause you’re going to learn through your mistakes and you’re
going to learn by doing it,” Middleton said. “Just produce. Find your own voice.”
Middleton’s films are available at www.vimeo.com/staterunmediaproductions.
To learn more about MSU’s Department of Communication, Media and Languages
programs, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/cml.

From murals to messages, Lacy
Hale’s artwork celebrates
Appalachian beauty and progress
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What is artist Lacy Hale‘s favorite artistic medium? Well, that depends. The ones she uses
have different effects on her.

She likes oil paint because it is thick, forgiving and flows, usually resulting in her being
“engulfed in the paint and the subject.”
She likes block printing because it is meditative with its combination of planning, patience
and the meticulous carving away parts until there is a finished product.
Whether it was growing up in Knott County, enrolling at the Pratt Institute in New York City,
taking art classes at Morehead State University or creating everything from t-shirt print
designs to giant public murals, Hale’s artwork celebrates her Appalachian roots while
breaking down its stereotypes and widening its reach.
Lacy Hale recently
exhibited her
artwork in New
York City for an
exhibition focusing
on climate justice
called “Like the
Waters We Rise”
in 2020. This work
is called “She
Speaks and the
Mountains Sing.”
With an early
artistic talent and
the encouraging
suggestion from
her high school art
teacher, Hale decided to enroll and was accepted in New York City’s Pratt Institute,
consistently touted as one of the top schools in the country for art and design. While she
was there, she learned to respect and admire other cultures while being made to feel
strange about her own.
“I learned a lot there but also learned that as soon as folks heard me speak, they would
often write me off. They would hear my accent and think that I was dumb,” she said. “It was
hard to fight through some of that, but I was who I was, and I wasn’t going to change for
them.”
Even though her community helped raise money to send Hale to Pratt her first year, she
returned home after two years due to expenses. She eventually decided to move to

Morehead to be with her then-fiancé and now-husband Ben Spangler while he attended
MSU to study English. She worked while taking some art classes to further her education in
2008 and 2009. Hale completed courses online and on-campus in studio art (admittedly, her
favorite). She would attend guest speaker presentations brought to campus by the
Department of Art and Design. She visited the Camden-Carroll Library to sit and quietly
sketch the facility’s sculpture replicas.
“I really enjoyed my time at Morehead. I took some really great classes with some really
fantastic professors and learned a lot,” Hale said. “As a nontraditional student, the offerings
at Morehead State were pretty wonderful.”

Lacy Hale came up with the design and slogan “No Hate in My Holler” in response to a NeoNazi recruiting incident in Pikeville in 2017.
When Hale’s father passed away and other priorities took precedent, Hale withdrew from
MSU but not from her aspirations to be a full-time artist. In 2010, missing her hometown,
she started getting into the idea of mural making and wanted to teach herself how to do an
exterior mural.
“I had done interior murals many times, but exterior murals require a lot more research and
prep,” she said.

After the necessary research and contacting the Appalachian Artisan Center (AAC) in
Hindman, the county seat of Knott County, she created a design that honored Knott
County’s creative community and collaborated with AAC to find a proper space to create her
work.
“I kind of fell in love with working the public, talking to folks, and using the opportunity as a
way to educate communities about art,” she said.
After the Hindman mural, more followed. She has since done several murals in Lexington,
across the state and one in neighboring Virginia. Even though she has already completed
three murals this year, with three more on the horizon (one potentially in Morehead), Hale is
putting in plenty of work for her public creations.
“The challenges to making large scale public art are to make sure that pieces are to scale
and fit the spaces, that the substrate (brick, cement block, etc.) is properly primed and
prepped to prolong the longevity of the works and the time and energy involved in creating
the pieces,” she said. “It is manual labor and can be a lot of long hours in the sun climbing
up and down scaffolding and working above your head.”
Possum and Poke Mural in Harlan,
Kentucky.
While Hale’s art is primarily focused
on aesthetic beauty, some of her
work has had more potent
messages. A resident of
Whitesburg in Letcher County, Hale
created a billboard design inspired
by a 2017 incident when neo-Nazis
were spotted recruiting in nearby
Pikeville. It was more than design.
It was a slogan: “No Hate in My
Holler.”
The slogan has become her most
popular and prolific design, one that
has ended up on everything from
billboards to merchandise. For
items she sells featuring the
slogan, she donates at least 25% of proceeds to nonprofits working toward equality in the
region. As of publication, she has been able to donate more than $5,000.
She admits the slogan and how it has been received have resulted in a mix of emotions.

“In one way, I’m incredibly encouraged that so many people have identified with the ‘No
Hate in My Holler’ slogan,” she said. “But it is also disheartening that the phrase needs to
be repeated and that there have been several resurgences in popularity and demand for
it.”
As Hale’s artwork continues to gain popularity and pop up in more public places, she hopes
her work empowers people in the Appalachian region to dream bigger and do better.
“Being from Eastern Kentucky and living in a very rural area for almost all of my life, I have
seen the importance of creating the environment that you want to be part of.” she said. “If
you want to see change and growth in your community, you have the power to make that
happen. I believe that art is important and powerful and that artists can do so much good
(for themselves and their communities) when we work together.”
Tulip Popular Mural, Lexington,
Kentucky.
Lacy Hale’s artwork and merchandise
can be viewed and purchased

at www.lacyhale.com or www.etsy.com/shop/lacyface.
To learn more about MSU art and design programs, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/art.

Alumna Marilyn Holmes uses art
to help clients cope with trauma
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Marilyn Holmes (Class of 2017) of Louisville has always had a passion for art. While in
high school, she took an advanced placement psychology class, and that’s where she first
learned about using art as a form of therapy and decided she wanted to become an art
therapist.
Art therapy combines psychotherapeutic techniques with arts-based creative processes to
improve mental, emotional and physical wellness. Holmes earned bachelor’s degrees in art
and psychology at MSU and said members of the art and psychology faculty helped her
shape her education in a way that would help her be successful after graduation.
“I had my feet in two very different departments, but when I explained my goals to my
professors, they helped me find opportunities (research positions, art shows, self-guided
studies, etc.) that made me a top candidate for grad school admissions,” she said. “Every
grad school I applied to, I got into.”
After leaving MSU, Holmes earned a master’s degree in art therapy from Southern Illinois
University in 2020. She now works as a counselor at Call for Help in East St. Louis, Illinois.
Call for Help is a nonprofit social service agency that helps people with homelessness,
poverty and mental health issues.

I

“I just wanted to help people
using art,” she said. “I spend
most of my time making art with
clients, working with clients
struggling with trauma who may
not be able to verbalize their
experiences. This could be due to
memory damage or because it’s
just too painful.”
Holmes said that crocheting small
animals, like this jellyfish, helped
her cope with her own racial
stress as a graduate student, and
she uses crochet and other forms

of art to help her clients express their feelings about their trauma in a way that is
nonverbal.
Holmes has found art therapy useful in her own life by using crafting to cope with stress.
She learned to crochet in 2019 while she was in graduate school when she felt anxiety
about racial issues while in practicum and class.
“I knew I needed to do something with that stress, or it would eat me up, so I began
crocheting small animals as containers to hold my recollections of that stress. They served
as holding spaces for my stress so I could function. I now have a collection of these little
guys,” she said.
Pulling from her personal experience, Holmes answered a call for publication submissions,
and her essay, “Emptying the Jar: Crochet to Unpack Toxic Racial Stress,” was recently
published in the book “Art Therapy: Diverse Approaches to the Transformative Power of
Craft Materials and Methods.” While she is honored to have her work published, she said
the best part of having her work published is the opportunity it’s given her to network with
others in her field.
“There are so many great authors in that book and getting the chance to meet them, give
talks with them, and really just share creative space has been a blast,” Holmes said.
To learn more about MSU’s Department of Art and Design programs,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/art, email arde@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2766.
For more information about the Department of Psychology programs,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/psychology, email Department Chair Dr. Greg Corso
at g.corso@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2981.

MSU mourns the death of professor
emeritus David Bartlett
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David Bartlett
Morehead State mourned the loss of Professor Emeritus David John Bartlett, who died Feb.
12, 2021, in Farmington, Michigan. He was born May 6, 1947, in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
and was the son of John and Beatrice (Erickson) Bartlett.
He graduated in 1965 from West Green Bay High School and went on to earn a Bachelor of
Arts in Philosophy from Carlton College, a Master of Philosophy in Philosophy from Yale
University, and a Master of Fine Arts in Photography from the University of Michigan.

Bartlett was professor emeritus of photography in the
Department of Art and Design at Morehead State
University, where he taught from 1980 to 2012 before
retiring. As a professor, he advised students,
coordinated the graduate art program, and was
recognized for his creative works.
He exhibited his photographs throughout the United
States and the world. His photography may be viewed
online at www.silverandink.com. In retirement he
enjoyed photographing nature, wildlife, exhibiting his
work and spending time with his beloved wife and
cats.
Bartlett was preceded in death by his parents. He is
survived by his wife, Weihong Sun;
stepdaughter, Daodao Zhang; brothers Paul (Linda)
Bartlett, and Derald (Lynn) Chartier; nieces Heather
Bartlett Schley, Diane Chartier Gurr and nephews Bruce and Douglas Chartier.

MSU mourns the passing of retiree Dr.
Earle Louder
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Dr. Earle Louder
The Morehead State University community is mourning the loss of retiree and professor
emeritus Dr. Earle Louder, who died Wednesday, May 26, at age 88.
Louder began his career at MSU in 1968 as a music professor, specializing in euphonium
and tuba. In 1987, he was awarded the MSU Alumni Association’s Distinguished Faculty
Award and the Kentucky Music Education Association’s Teacher of the Year Award, which
he would win again the following year. In 1994, he was named a lifetime member of the
International Tuba Euphonium Association (ITEA), of which he was a founding member.
Louder retired in 1996 and was given the title of professor emeritus. In 1999, he received
the Tubist Universal Brotherhood Association (TUBA) Lifetime Achievement Award. Most
recently, he was awarded the prestigious Edwin Franko Goldman Citation in 2019,
presented by the American Bandmasters Association in March 2020.
Throughout his career and after his retirement, Louder performed with many groups,
including the U. S. Navy Band, Symphonia, Keith Brion’s New Sousa Band, the Danville

Advocate Brass Band and the River City Brass
Band, among others. He also served as conductor,
adjudicator and judge for several concert band
festivals and marching band competitions. He was a
permanent faculty member at the Blue Lake Fine
Arts Camp in Michigan, where he spent more than
30 years as a euphonium instructor, soloist,
conductor and annually adjudicated the International
Euphonium Solo Competition for the Leonard
Falcone International Euphonium/Tuba Festival.
Louder earned his undergraduate degree at
Michigan State University, where he studied with the
renowned euphonium artist Leonard Falcone. He
earned his doctoral degree at Florida State
University.
He attended Clearfield Baptist Church where he was
a deacon and minister of music.
He is survived by his wife, Louise Twiford Louder; two sons, Joseph and Stephen Louder;
three daughters, Mary Nixon, Kathy Norman, and Leslie O’Neal; dozens of grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and one great-great-grandchild.
The family will announce a Celebration of Life Service at a later date.
Arrangements are under the direction of Northcutt and Son Home for Funerals in Morehead
and a virtual guest book is available at www.northcuttandson.com.

Morehead State University
recognizes spring and summer 2021
graduates at commencement
ceremonies
June 28, 2021
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Morehead State University honored more than 1,000 graduates at the 2021 Spring
Commencement on May 8, 2021.

To maximize health and safety, guests were limited and separate ceremonies were held for
graduates of the Caudill College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences; the Elmer R.
Smith College of Business and Technology, and the Ernst and Sara Lane Volgenau College
of Education; and the College of Science.
Elizabeth Gayle LaBreche (Class of 2021) of Morehead served as the commencement
speaker representing the College of Science. She is the daughter of Marvin and Rebecca
Hereford and the wife of Clay LaBreche (Class of 2019). She graduated with a Bachelor of
Science in Biology and a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics.
LaBreche plans to enroll in graduate school to study epidemiology and pursue a career in
public health.
Georgia Cali Clark (Class of 2021) of Princeton served as commencement speaker
representing the Caudill College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences. She is the
daughter of Patrick and Jenny Clark. She graduated with a Bachelor of Science,
neuroscience area and major in Spanish.
Clark was recently offered an annual $10,000 scholarship to attend the University of
Kentucky (UK) School of Medicine. After completing medical school at UK, Clark plans to
pursue a career as a neurologist.
Zackary Highley (Class of 2021) of Owingsville served as commencement speaker
representing the Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology. His parents
are Mindy (Class of 1991, 1993) and Jeff Highley (Class of 1993). He graduated with a
Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing with minors in social media and public
relations and event planning.
Highley plans to continue his education at MSU and earn a Master of Business
Administration with a goal to pursue a career in branding, consumer engagement and social
media.
To view the commencement program, videos and for more information,
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/graduation.

Craft Academy graduation held May
8
June 28, 2021
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The graduation ceremony for the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and
Mathematics Class of 2021 was held Saturday, May 8. There were 58 graduates.

The student speaker at the ceremony was Cameron Snowden of Jackson. Snowden is the
son of Gregory Snowden and Renee Davidson. Snowden was parliamentarian of the Craft
Academy Student Council and a Craft Academy focus group leader. He was also president
of the Craft Academy Chess Club. Snowden represented the Academy as the 2021 student
speaker for the Kentucky Association for Gifted Education (KAGE.) In the fall, he will
become the first Craft Academy graduate to attend Harvard College in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, where he plans to major in political science and English.
The Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics is a dual-credit academy for
academically exceptional Kentucky students. Craft Academy provides students with a
postsecondary residential experience to complete their junior and senior years of high
school by enrolling in college courses. The Craft Academy’s purpose is to meet the unique
educational needs of academically gifted and talented high school juniors and seniors in the
Commonwealth. The academic rigor of the Craft Academy challenges students to excel at
their highest level through project-based STEM+X courses and hands-on learning
experiences, with emphasis on innovation, design and creativity, and civic and regional
engagement.
Funding for the Craft Academy comes from the contributions and support of Dr. Joe Craft
and his wife, Ambassador Kelly Craft, who have donated approximately $10 million to the
Academy. Additional funding comes from state appropriations.
For more information about the Craft Academy, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/craftacademy, email craftacademy@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2093.

WKYT anchor and MSU alum
Amber Philpott establishes
convergent media scholarship
June 30, 2021
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Photo: Alyssa Williams (Class of 2021), who earned a bachelor’s degree in convergent media, speaking virtually with Amber
Philpott (Class of 2003) after being awarded the newly established Amber Philpott Scholarship during her senior year.

As an award-winning news anchor with WKYT in Lexington, Amber Philpott (Class of
2003) has been a warm, welcoming and respected presence every evening for Central and
Eastern Kentucky viewers. As much as she enjoys fulfilling her long-time passion in
television news, she has always remembered the lessons she learned at Morehead State
University and shows her support. She regularly attends MSU alumni functions and has
served as an emcee for the University’s annual Spring Gala fundraiser. She also served as
a member of the Alumni Association’s Board of Directors from 2012 – 2019.

Additionally, Philpott has been a loyal supporter of the MSU Foundation. She has been a
member of the Foundation’s Circle of Excellence giving society since 2009. In 2020, she
created a scholarship to show her support of the Soar to New Heights Scholarship
Campaign. Philpott is funding the scholarship through a monthly giving commitment,
modeling how MSU alumni can support future generations of students with gifts and
donations, both large and small. Recipients will receive a $500 annual award thanks to her
generosity.
The scholarship will support full-time junior or senior students majoring in convergent media
and with a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or above. Preference will be given to a student from
central or eastern Kentucky. The scholarship’s first recipient was Alyssa Williams (Class
of 2021) from Owingsville. Williams, who recently graduated with a bachelor’s degree in
convergent media, received the scholarship during her senior year. Williams is now working
as a multimedia journalist at WYMT in Hazard.
“I can recall watching channel 27 every morning as I was getting ready for school and have
always dreamed of becoming an anchor,” Williams said. “During my time at Morehead
State, I was given the opportunity to produce our television news program, NewsCenter,
and was even appointed to the role of director. I am confident that the hands-on experience
of producing a 30-minute live program will aid me in my career endeavors. Having been
named the first recipient of the Amber Philpott Scholarship is an absolute honor and I am
extremely grateful for Amber’s support.”
Amber Philpott Hill
Philpott is a native of the region
she regularly covers, having grown
up in Cynthiana in Central
Kentucky. She graduated summa
cum laude from MSU in 2003 and
her broadcast career began shortly
after graduation. In 2004, Philpott
became the 11 p.m. anchor and a
reporter for WKYT.
Philpott has been a part of several
award-winning newscasts,
nominated for a regional Emmy
and was named best news anchor
in Kentucky by the Associated Press in 2009 and 2013. She is also committed to her
community and giving back, having worked with organizations including Komen Kentucky,
the American Diabetes Association, Girls on the Run, and the Bluegrass Chapter of the
American Red Cross.
“As a television news journalist living out her dream in central Kentucky, it’s not lost on me
that none of this would be possible without the education and skills I learned at Morehead

State University,” Philpott said. “It is now an honor to be able to provide a scholarship that I
hope will also allow another student with big dreams just like I had to be able to not only
pursue them but also accomplish them while at MSU.”
“Amber’s support of MSU has been unwavering since graduation,”
said Mindy Highley (Class of 1993), assistant vice president of University Advancement.
“We are extremely thankful for her ongoing commitment to current and future Eagles
through this scholarship.”
Because of her support and enthusiasm, Philpott is being recognized with the Eagle Spirit
Award. This honor is given to alumni that are exceptionally proud and active Eagles that
regularly demonstrate Eagle Pride through recruiting potential students, positively
representing MSU, attending MSU events and encouraging active support of MSU among
their peer groups.
Students interested in applying to this scholarship, along with other privately funded
scholarships managed by the MSU Foundation, should visit the online scholarship
application at moreheadstate.awardspring.com.
For more information on this scholarship, or to establish your own, contact MSU’s Office of
Alumni Relations and Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or
visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu.

In Memoriam: June 2021
To make a gift in memory of one or more of these individuals, call the Office of
Alumni Relations & Development at 800-783-ALUM or
visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu/give.
The Morehead State University family remembers …

Name

Class

Ruth Boggs Shannon

1945

Pauline Moore White

1951

Charles E. Bauers

1955

Name

Class

Wilbur L. Holbrook

1960

James R. Eldridge

1961

Irene Stamper Howard

1961

Regina Tackett Salisbury

1961

William J. Svec

1961

Carolyn S. Watson

1962

Viola R. Cassity

1963

Robert N. Neu

1963

Jesse B. Salyer

1963

James H. Thomas

1963

Fred A. Burns

1964

Ronald E. Vaughan

1964

Robert M. Wells

1964

Enoch L. Raybourn

1965

Phillip J. Sylvestro

1965

Thomas D. Balser

1966

Robert J. Ganino

1966

Robert A. Wessner

1966

Name

Class

Charles B. Craft

1968

Barbara Smith Erickson

1968

David M. Byerly

1969

James L. Dunkle

1969

James L. Frazier

1969

Louis E. Hathaway

1969

Judy Felty Whitehead

1969

William S. Davidson

1970

Bob G. Ray

1970

Charles L. Daniel

1971

James E. Gray

1972

Michael W. Griffith

1972

Stephen H. Kinney

1974

Kathryn Swingle Rausch

1974

Debra S. Reed

1974

Robert E. Dilley

1976

Delbert C. Jackson

1976

Sarah Charlotte Davis Mann

1976

Name

Class

Doris A. Wells

1977

John F. Younce

1977

Bonnie Barriger Carrigan

1978

Betty Lykins Little

1978

Dan P. Stewart

1979

Calvert D. Marston

1980

Jack R. Crumb

1981

Robert D. Day

1982

Linda Kibbey Fannin

1983

Jeffrey S. Ormes

1983

Kelton E. Pennington

1983

Cindy Elliott Rees

1983

Cammie E. Childress

1985

Donna L. Dailey

1985

Jerry W. Shoup

1985

Leigh T. Williams

1986

Louise Guyette Hall

1987

Crystal D. Harris-Fouch

1987

Name

Class

Carolyn P. Warnock

1987

Gregory D. James

1992

Sherry Boyd Terry

1998

Norvel E. Perkins

2000

Timothy W. Conner

2002

Tambudzai M. Chirwa

2018

Adam N. Yungbluth

Faculty

Michael Martin

FE

Diana M. Rose

FE

Belinda Stambaugh Bouffioux

ND

Michael L. Hasselbach

ND

William T. Scott

ND

David J. Bartlett

Retiree

Thelma J. Bumgardner

Retiree

David W. Egelston

Retiree

Lowell Eldridge

Retiree

Harold Harty

Retiree

Earle L. Louder

Retiree

Name

Class

John W. Osborne

Retiree

Margaret D. Patton

Retiree

Norma J. Porter

Retiree

*ND = NON DEGREED ALUMNI
*FE = FORMER EMPLOYEE

